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» Prevace E ro the Reaper: 


N, "SE for an A greemeit among ” 
4 Chriſtians , will be grievous "to 
| one who deſire the flouriſhing State 


oy l FO ny zt ſelf. The Wcceſs of theſe 


Attempts among us,muſt be aſcribed to a Pre- 


| ſence of God ſo ſignal, as not to be concealed. ; 
© and ſeems ahopeſul Pledg of further Bleſſings. 
{The favour of our Rulers in the preſent / / 

"Eſtabliſhed Liberty, we moſt thank fully ac- 


knowledg ; and to i we are ſtudious to 
approve our ſelves i in the whole of this Af- | 
\ fair Therefore we Declare againſt inter- 
Hrs: with tbe National Church-Form : 
_ Tmpoſong theſeT ermsof Agreement q1 others, 
3 v All pretence to' Coercive 
Pane, ws as unſuitable to our Principles, as 
f0 our Circumſtances : Excommunication. it 


 Jelfin mrour ir reſpetti Ve Churches,being i 120 otber 
— —- than 


JIE EFREF ACE Wes 
than a declaring ſuch ſcandalous Members as } 
are irreclaimable, to be incapable of Gommu- }V, 
nion with us in things peculiar to Viſoble 
Believers : Andinall, we expreſly determine 
our purpoſe, to the maintaining of Harmony | 
and Love among our ſelves, and. preventing 
the inconveniences which humane weakneſs 
may expoſe to in our uſe. of this Liberty. © 

 Thegeneral concurrence of Miniſters and |" 
Feople in this City, and the great diſpoſtion- 
thereto in.other places, perſuade us, this happy 
Work, is undertaken in a. ſeaſon deſigned. for J® 
ſuch Divine influence,as will overcome-all im- - |® 
 peaiments to Peace, and convince.of that A- | 
greementwhich has been always among us in a | 
good degree, tho neither to our ſees nor others { 
 _..-» ſo evident, as hereby it i.now acknowledged. 
_ - Need there any Arguments to. recommend 
this Union ?. Is. not this what we. all *hawe- 
prayed for, aud Providence by the direCfeſt in- 
. dications hath. been long calling and. diſpoſing |'*% 
4:t0*" can-either- Leal for God,. or prudent: | \ 
| regards: | © 


_—_— "5: th IC-E RX. DER. 

mi. regards toour ſelves remiſsly ſuggeſt it, ſeeing 

ml the Bleſſings. thereof are ſo important, and- 

Im whenit's become in ſo many reſpes even ab- 

Mi: ſolute ly neceſſary ; eſpecially as it may ' con-. 

thn. duce to the preſervation of the Proteſtant 

mm: Religion, and the Kingdoms Weal ; a ſub- 

wi ſerviency whereto, ſhall always govern our 

wm. Onited Abilities, with the ſame diſpoſstion - 

"pl; to  concurence with all others who are duly 

9 concerned for thoſe National Bleſſmgs. 

m!' As theſe conſederations render this Agree- 

4 ment deſrrable, ſo they equallyurge a watchful 

fo | are againſt all attemps of Satan to diſſolve © 

4, i, or fruſtrate the good effe&ts thereof. ſo ma- 

s nifeftly deſtruFive to bis Kingdom. T berefore 

v, ts incumbent 01 us, to forbear condemning - 

41 and aiſputing, thoſe afferent ſentiments and 

| praices we have expreſly allowed for :. To 

,. reduce all diſtinguiſhing Names, to. that of 

. | Lnited Brethren :. T o admit no uncharitable 

+ Jealouſies, or cenſorious: ſpeeches 5 much leſs © 

L any debates whether Party ſeems moſt fn 
T7 — —E7 


If; 


 ThePrEracE Oc. Ov 

ed bythis Agreement. Such carnal regards are 4 
of [Cr moment with us.,who herein have uſed L 
words leſs acurate,that neither ſide might in | 
their Various CONCeptions about leſſer matters ] 
be contradiffed,whenin all | ubſtantials we are | 
fully of one mind ; and-from this time hope more | 
perfeffly to rejoice in the Honour, Gifts, and | 
Succeſs of each other, as our common.goog. | 

T hat we as United, may contribute our at- | 

. moſt to the ' great concernments of our Re- | 
 deemer, it s mutually reſolved, wewill aſſiſt | 
each other withour 'Labours, and meet and } 
conſult, without the leaſt ſhadow of ſeparate or | 
diſtin} Parties: Whence we.joyfully expet} | 

_ great Improvements in Light and Lowe, | 
through the more abundant ſupplies of. the Spi- | 
rit 5 "being well aſſured we berein ſerve that | 
Prince of Peace, of the increale: of whale | 

\ Government and Peace, there: -{hal [ be no | 


ena.” 


' This agreement 5 alread y aſferged to by 
above Fourlſcore Mitfilters , and the ' 


Preface approved of, we 
HEADS 


= "xp | 
nl! HEADS of AGREEME NT 


oh; Aﬀented to by the 


 Unired Miniſters, Ke, 


* a Th following Heads of AGREEMENT 


have been Reſolved upon, by the United 
_. Minifters in and about London, formerly called 
- Presbyterian and Congregational ; not as a 
 - Meaſure for any National Conſtitution, bur 
I for the Preſervation of Order in our C Ongrega- 
; tions, that cannot come up to the Common Rate + 
4 "W Law Eflabliſbed.” 


0 — — 


34 L of Ca and. Cuuncs 


 Memsers. 


AE Acknowledge our Lo 

ws y D Feſus Chriſt to have One 

m8 Catholick Church, or 

b 8 Kingdom , comprehending 

Y al ne are m__; to Him, whether in Hea- 

Ven of Earth. And do conceive the 
Va whole 
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whole multitude of viſible Believers, and | 
their Infant-Seed ( commonly called the | 
Catholick Viſible Church ) to belong to | 
Chriſt's Spir! tual. Kingdom in this world: | 
Burt for the notion of a Catholick Vifzble 
Church here, as it ſignifies its having been | 
collected into.any formed Society, under a | 
Viſible human Head. on- Earth , whether | 
_ one Perſon ſingly, -or many colledtively, | 
We, with the reſt of Froteltants, unani- | 
moully diſclaim it. 1 

2. We agree, That ck \ SOR 1 
ties of Viſible Saints, who under Chriſt | 
their Head, are ſtatedly joined together 
for ordinary Communion with one ano- | 
ther, in all the Ordinances of Chriſt, are ] 
particular Churches, and are to be ovid 
by each other, as Inſtituted Churches of | 
Chriſt, tho difiering in apprebenſzons a | 
praflice i In ſome leſſer things. [| 
© 3. Fhar none ſhall be adniitted: ; as 
Members, ; in order to Communion in- all 


. the 


" the —_ Onda of the Gola, hs 
WH ſuch perſons as are knowing and found in 
ly the fundamental Dofrines of the Chriſti 
_ an Religion , without Scandal in their 
il Eives; and to a Judgment regulared by 
v the Word of God, are. perlons of vilible 
i Godlinels and Honekty ; ; credibly: pr ofet- 
ſt ſ1 ng cordial fubje&ion to Jeſus Chriſt. 

+4. A competent Number of ſuch p— 

I | be Saints ( as before deſcribed ) do be- 
x come the capable Sub; es of ſtated Com- 
& munion in all the ſp a" Ordinances of 
(} Chriſt , upon their a declared conſent 
# and agreement to walk together | therein! 
%. according. to Goſpel Rule. In which de-. 
1. claration , different degrees of Explicite-. 
_ eſs, ſhall-ns way hinder ſuch Churches 
4 from: owning each other, , a; Ry 
"= Churches. ” 
_:i5wiTho:F TT PRIN? tas .not- of ® 
F De: Right, yer for common Edificati-; 
on, the Members of. a particular. Church: 


B ought _ 


ought. ( as much as ot may be ) I 


to. live near one another. | 
| _ 6. That each particular C wk hath 
Right to chufe their own Others ; and 
being furniſhed with ſuch as are duly qua- 
lified and ordained according to the Go- 
ou Rule, hath Authoricy trom Chriſt 


or exerciſing Government , and - of en- 


* Jjoying all the Ordinances of Worſoip with- 
ta it ſelf. 


In the Adminiſtration oy ek 


Solis, it belongs to. the Paſtors and; other 
Elders of every particular Church. ( if 
tach. there be) to Rule and Govern: 
and tothe Brotherhood to Conſent, accord- 
ing to the Rule of the Goſpel, 
$. TI bat all Profeffors as before defi 1 
hed, are bound. m.duty,. asthey have-op- 
portunity , to join themſelves as. fixed: 
Adembers. of: ſome particular Church ; 
_thavr: thus j joining, being partof their _ 
feifed. A — to. the: Goſpel of Crit ; 


and 


l ard an inſtirated' means of ded Eſtabliſh: 
j merit and Edification; whereby they arc 
” under the Paſtoral Gore , and in cake of 
| fan or offenſfve walking , may be 
| Authoritatively Admoniſhed or Cenſured 
for their recovery, and for vindication of 


# the Truth, and the Church profetiing it. 
in 9. That a vifble Profeſſor thus joined 
to a particular Church , ought to conti- 
nue ſtedfaſtly with the ſaid C hurch; and 
not forſake the Miniſtry and Ordinances 
jy Fs diſpenſed, withour an orderly fecking 
i a recommendation unto another Church, 
il | Which ought to be given , when the caſe 
{0 | of the perlon apparently requiresit, = 


I. Of the Minisray. — 


X7E agree, That the Miniſterial of 
\/ y fice | is inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt 
by | for the Gathering, Guiding ,  Editying, 
a and Governing of his: Church; andto con 
Y tnue tothe end. of the world. - 455 


B 2» 2. Tins 


Il 
| 


M_ 6 — i | 
22: "They who: are called to. this Office, 


Ks to be endued with competent * | 
Learning , and Miniſterial Gifts, as allo 


with the Grace of God, found in Judg- ; j 


ment', not Novices in the Faith and - | 


Knowledg of the Goſpel; without ſcan- + 
dal, of holy Converſation, and fuch as | 
devote themſelves to the W ork and Service | 
PI = 
2. That ordinarily none. ball be Or- L 
lained to the work-of this Miniſtry, but | 
ſuch as are called and choſen thereunto IF #F 
Aa a particular Church. - __# 
' 4. That in fo great and TE a mat- | 
FR as the calling and chuſting a Paſtor, | 
we judg 1 it ordinarily requiſite, - I hat eve- 
Ty fool Church conſult and adviſe with 
| the Paſtors of Neighbouring Cc ongregs- 


ions. 


. That after fach Advice, the Veda I 
= about, being choſen by the Bro- 
therhood of that particular Church over 


HI 
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| whichhe isto beſet, ad; he accepting, | be 
' » duly.ordained, and ſet apart to his Office 
 'over them; wherein tis ordinarily requifite, 
Thar the Paſtors of Neighbouring Con- 
 gregations COncur with the Preaching: El- 

der, or Elders, if {uch there be. 

6. That whereas ſuch Ordination is only 
mM intended for ſuch as never-before had been 
ordained to the Miniſterial Office; If any 
judge, that in the caſealſoof the remoyal of 
one formerly Ordained, to a new Station 

or Paſtoral Charge, there ought to be alike 
| Solemn recommending him and his Labours 
to the Grace and Bleſſing of God; no diffe- 
rent Sentiments or Practice Ont ſhall be 
any occaſion - of Contention or Þreach of 
Communion among us. ” | 
7. It is expedient, that they wha enter 

on hs work ot Preaching the Goſpel, benot 
only qualified for Communion of Saints; 
bur allo that, except in caſes extraordinary, 


"oy mu proof of their _— and Joy 
5 for 


is 4. 4 
for the ted. work, unto the Paſtors 'of | 
Churches of known abilites to diſcern and 
judge of their qualificatzons; 1 hat they 
may be {ent forth with Solenmn Approbation 
_- Prayer : which we judge needful, 
that- no doubr may . remain concerning 


their being Called to the work; and for | 


preventing ( as much as in us lieth 9 ”— 
rant and raſh Intruders. 


mm. Of Cexsunts 


'L. S it cannot be avoided, but that 
= in the Pureſt Churches on Earth, 
there will ſometimes Offences and Scandals 
ariſe by reaſon of Hypocriſze and prevailing 
corruption; ſo Chriſt hath made it the Du- 
ty of every Church, to reform it felt by 
Spiritual Remedies, appointed by him to 
be applied in all ſuch caſes: Vis. Admoni- 
tion; and Excommunication. 
2. Aadmonition, being the rebuking of 
an an foal: Member” in-order to: convict- 


Ol, . 


4; $6 


& on, is in caſe of private na: to be -per- 
tz formed according to the Feule m Mat. 18: 
t& v.15,16,t7.andincaſe of Publich offences, 
« openly before the Church, asthe Honour of 
tl the Goſpel, and nature of the Scandal ſhall re- 
%  quire: And it either of the Admonitions 
| take place for the recovery of the fallen 
; Perſon, al further proceedings in a. way. of 
cenſure,are thereon: to ceale, and {: atisfatti- 
on to be declared accordingly. _ 
- 3. Whenallave means are uſed, accom. 
ing to the Order of the Goſpel, for the re- 
ſtoring an offending and ſcandalous Brother ; 5 
and he notwithſtanding remains In pent- 
tent, the Cenfure of Excommmnication. is to 


be proceeded unto ; W herein the Paſtos 
and. other Elders ( if there be ſuch ) are 
to. lead!, and go. before; the Church ; 
and. the Rrothedlinnd to give their conſent, 
i: a. way: of obedience unto Chriſt, and 
unto-the E [ders, as over them. in the | Wib'i 
4. It may ſometimes came to. pals, 
that 


ES 2... 
that a Chnrch-Member, not otherwiſe Scan 
dalous, ma y ſenfully withdraw , and divide 
himſelf pede the Communion of the Church 
_to which he. belongeth :- In which caſe; 
when all die means for the reducing him; 
prove ineffe&ual, he having hereby cut 
timſelt oft from that Churches Communion; 


_ the Church may juſtly eſteem and declare 


it-ſelf diſcharged of. wand further _——_ | 


over him. 


IV. Of Communion on 


T7E Agree, that Particular Churches 
V- ought not to walk ſo diltin& 
and; ſeparate from each-other , as not to 
| have-care and- tenderneſs cowards one a- 
' nother. Bur their Pafors ought to have 
frequent meetings: together, that by -mu- 
tual: Advice, Support, Encouragement, 
and Brotherly intercourſe , - they may 
ſtrengthen the hearts and hands of each O- 


thier 1 in ——_ -29ays fn the Lord. 
| 2o - Phas 


Ch) 

2. That none of oxr particular Churches 
ſhall be /; bordinate £0 one another ; -each 
being endued with-equality of Power from 
Jeſus Chriſt. . Amid that none of the ſaid 
particular Churches, - their-Officer, or OF- 
ficers, ſhall g&erciſe 'any Power, or have 
any Swperiofty: . over any other Church, 
Or their Officers. . © T 


. LF hat known tis of partic 


+ by Churches, conſtitutedas aforeſaid, may 
: have occaſional Comminmion with one 


5 anotherin the Ordinances of the Goſpel, viz. 
th the Word, Prayer , Sacraments, Singing © 
Pſalms, diſpenſed according to the mind 
of Chriſt : Unleſs that Church. with 
which they deſire Communion, hath any 
| Jaſt EXCePtion- againſt them. / 
j 4+ That-we ought tot to admit ay 
- one to be a Member of -our reſpeQive 
-y Congregations, that hath joined himſelf to 
| another ;\ without endeavors: -of -mirtual | 
F SatisfaQtion of the'Conprepations concerned. 
W--:..--- C _ 5. Thar 


"T7" "F 
| | That one Church ought not to blame. 
clas: Proceedings of another , until it: hath 
heard' what that Church charged, its El- 
ders, or Meſſengers, can ſay mn vindicati- 
on of themſelves from any charge of. zr- 
regular or injurious Proceedings. 
| 6. Thatweare moſt willing and ready 
to give an account of our Church Proceed- 
ings to each other, when delired ; for pre- 
venting or removing any offences that 
may ariſe among us. Likewiſe we ſhall | 
be-ready' to give the right hand of fellow- 


ſhip, and walk together according to the 
Goſper Rules of Communion of Churches. 


Va of Dixcons and Ruins ELpess. 


E agree, The Office of a Deacon 
F.Y. is. of Divine Appointment , and 
that it belongs to their Othce to receive, | | 
lay out, and diſtribute the C hurches Stack B 
to-its proper ſes, by the direQion of the 
P hr, and the Brethren if need be. And 


whereas. 


(13) 
whereas divers are of opinion, That there 
is alſo the Office of Ruling Elders, who la- 
'* bour not in word andaodrine; . and others 
* think otherwiſe; W eagree, That this __ 


rence make no breach a us. 


it VI. Of Occaſional Mt ETiNnNGs of Mi- 
3 niſters, &c. 


1.) \ TE agree, That in order to concord, 


and in any other weighty.and 


in 


dif cult caſes, it is needful, and according 
th 


to wo mind of Chriſt, that the Miniſters of 
ll Cyeral Churches be conſulted and advi- 
wk ſed with about ſuch matters. 
fu 2. That ſuch Meetings may conſiſt « 
ſmaller or greater Numbers, as the matter 
fl. ſhall require. 
ja 3. That particular C RR os re- 
gi  ſpedtive Elders, and Members , ought. to 
nj have a reverential regard to their judgment 
jo" tf given, and not difſent- therefrom 7; 
gi without apparent grounds from the word 


L of God. E&-—2 VIL Of 


is 14) 
VII. of Our Demeanour towards the 


LTL ROE RNATHh 
I. E do reckon our {elves obliged | 


El continually to pray for God's | 
P roteion, Guidance, and Bo "ng upon the 
Rulers let over us.. 7 

2. That we ought to yield unto them 
not only ſubje&ion inthe Lord, but ſupport, 
c—_—_ to our ſtation and abilities. 

\ 2. Thatif at any time it ſhall be their 

pleaſure to-call together any Number of 
'us, or require any accoumt of our Afairs, 
and the ſtate of our Congregations, we ſhall 


moſt readily exprels all = regard to 
them herein. 


VIII. Of a BY "Re F ESSION of Fair H. 0 
A* to what appertains to ſoundneſs Ul 


Judgment | in matters of Paith, we. 
eſteem it. ſathcient, That a > ig ac- 


knowledge: the Scriptures to be the word 7 | 


God, the perfet? and mg Rule of Fab and 


P raclick; 3 


Cw) 
Praflice; and own either the Dodrinal part 
of thoſe commonly called the Articles of 
the Church of England, or the Confeſſion, 
or Catechiſms, Shorter or Larger, compiled 
by the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter , or the 


Confeſſion agreed on at the Savoy, to be 
ho agreeable ro the faid Rule. 


ia IX. Of our Dury and Deportment towards. 


_ them that are not in Communion with 77 


MW - judge it our duty to bear a 


C prifies Reſpe&t to all Chri- 


{tians, according to their ſeveral 
1, Ranks and Stations, that are not of - our 


', Perſuaſion or Communion. 
| 2. As for ſuch as may be ignorant of 
the Principles of the C'briStian Religion, or 
Ih of vicious converſation, we ſhall in our re- | 
1 fpective Places, as they give us opportuni- 
1 ty, endeagour to explain to'them the Do- 
Grine of Life and Sakvation, and.to our ut- 
termolt perſuade them to be reconciled to- 


God. = 3. Lhar. 


3. That ſuch who appear to have the | 
Eſential Requiſztes to Church-Communion, | 
we ſhall willingly receive them in the Lord, 
not troubling them with Diſputes about |. 
leſſer matters. 


As we Aﬀſent to the forementioned 
Heaps of AGREEMENT; . 
\ So we Unanimouſly Reſolve, as the 
Lord ſhall enable us, to PraGtice ac- 
cording to them. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


H_E Reaſonableneſs of Reformation , and the Ne- | 

 ceſſity of Converſion; the true Methods of making 
all men happy in this world, and. in the world to come; ſeaſo- 
nably ' diſcourſed, and earneſtly preſſed upon this licentions 
Age. By J: F. afincere Lover of his Native Gountrey, and 
the Souls of Men. Printed for Tho. Cockerill, at the Three 
Legs 1nthe Poaltrey. __ 
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